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Message from the Chair
Fred G. Fedok, MD, FACS

The ACPSE Board of Directors will
convene for a retreat in January 2026 to
discuss policy matters relevant to the
fellowship process and review ACPSE
fellowship materials.

The ACPSE Board approved a fee
change to take effect in January 2026.
The yearly accreditation fee will remain
the same. Please see page 5 for details.
This is necessary to ensure the ACPSE
has required operational and reserve
funds, as the AAFPRS Fellowship
program continues to grow.

A record 92 applications were
submitted with 88 fellowship
candidates moving forward to
participate in the 26-27 match for 66
positions; the largest number of
candidates since the program’s
inception.

The 2025-2026 fellowship year began
July 1 with 68 fellows training under 64
programs (4 programs have two fellow
slots each).

The ACPSE Fellowship Review
Committee (FRC) under the leadership
of Chair, Minas Constantinides, MD, is in
the process of reviewing a combined
total of 28 accreditation and re-
accreditation applications.

This is a lengthy process. Applications
are reviewed by the ACPSE FRC during
the summer and recommendations are
made to the ACPSE Board. The Board is
then briefed on the FRC's
recommendations at the Annual
Meeting in the Fall and makes the
determination about approval.
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Bidding You Adieu

It has been my honor to serve as
Chairman of the ACPSE Board for the last
two years. As | move to Past Chair, | would
like to express my gratitude to the
members of ACPSE Board and the ACPSE
Fellowship Review Committee for their
thoughtful oversight and dedication to
ensuring all AAFPRS Fellowship Programs
are held to the highest standards.

The success of the ACPSE accreditation
process and the AAFPRS Foundation’s
oversight of the Fellowships in Facial
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery is
evidenced in the recognition of recent
statistics detailing there are now: 64
accredited fellowship programs, 66-68
fellow positions and 106 directors and co-
directors.

In addition, many of the programs are not
sponsored by the AAFPRS Foundation, but
are instead sponsored by universities and
other large medical groups — further
affirming the growth, significance and
relevancy of the ACPSE within the post-
residency specialty education landscape.

I would like to particularly acknowledge
the work and adaptability of Alka Desai
who was recruited as Associate Director of
Fellowships & Member Services after the
untimely passing of Fatima Porter-EL
Mitchell. In a short period of time, she was
able to expertly immerse herself into the
arduous and continual work of the
ACPSE'’s accreditation oversight. Further
appreciation is also noted of Steve Jurich'’s
tactful juggling of his various roles in the
AAFPRS and the ACPSE.
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What's the Latest?

AAFPRS Fellowship Directors
Lunch

The Fellowship Directors Lunch, to
be held at the AAFPRS Annual
Meeting on September 19 from 12:15-
1:30 pm, is a show of appreciation for
the hard work and excellent training
provided by experts in the specialty.
The Lunch is for Directors and Co-
directors only. If you have not
already sent in your RSVP, please do
so by emailing
fellowships@aafprs.org.

AAFPRS Fellow Awards

The John Orlando Roe and Sir
Harold Delf Gillies Awards will be
presented during the lunch for the
best clinical research paper and the
best scientific research paper
respectively.

Group Photos at the AAFPRS Annual
Meeting

Photos of the following groups will be
taken during the Annual Meeting to
recognize our members:

e ACPSE Board of Directors

e Fellows

» Fellowship Directors (at the
Luncheon)

Reminders
e All Directors and Co-directors are
required to attend one AAFPRS-
sponsored event per year.

e Fellowship Programs should review
and update their ACPSE Fellowship
Manuals and Program Descriptions.
Updated Program Descriptions can
be sent to fellowships@aafprs.org
by October 1 to be included for the
2027-28 match cycle. A revised
and refreshed current fellowship
description will advance your
ability to attract applicants to
your dynamic program!

* Please let the AAFPRS know if your
program accepts International
Medical Graduates (IMGs) or
Canadian applicants so that the
listing online is accurate. This will
streamline the process for
applicants and avoid outreach to
programs who do not accept them.
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ACPSE Fees

effective January 1, 2026

New Program application fee - $5,000

For all new program applications.

If a director is removed or replaced by someone other than a current co-director,
the program is considered a new program and a new program application fee will
be charged.

Program Change application fee - $1,000

A program change application fee will be incurred when adding or removing a
co-director(s), exchanging current director/co-director or adding an additional
fellowship slot. This fee applies whether processed independently or
simultaneously with reaccreditation.

Appeals fee - $1,000
Applies when an ACPSE Board decision is appealed.

Late Payment fee - $500
If ACPSE Annual fees are not paid by December 31 of each year, a late payment fee
will be incurred.

ACPSE Annual Accreditation fee-$2500 - - - . - . . . ..

Includes reaccreditation applications. ... L D

Site Visitfee-§7500 .o
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Important Dates | el
e Julyl

25-26 Fellowship year begins

o Septemberi17-20
AAFPRS Annual Meeting

« Septemberi18 Contact us
ACPSE Board of Directors Meeting
at the AAFPRS Annual Meeting 310 South Henry Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
o September19
1215-1:30 pm 703.299.9291
Fellowship Directors Lunch at www.acpse.org
the AAFPRS Annual Meeting acpse@aafprs org

o September19
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Residents, Students & Young
Physicians Reception at Lucky
Strike at the AAFPRS
Annual Meeting

« January 23, 2026
ACPSE Board Retreat
Alexandria, VA
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